WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 1 . A foam block replacement barge comprising: 

2 a barge for floating on water, one end of a boom attached to the barge 

3 and an opposite end of the boom attached to a float sinker for moving the float 

4 sinker in the water from side to side relative to the barge, floatation means 

5 provided on the float sinker for raising and lowering the float sinker in the water, 

6 movable clamp arms provided on the float sinker for releasably grasping a foam 

7 block. 

1 2. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 1 wherein said 

2 boom is attached to said barge via a first articulating joint that allows the boom to 

3 move freely upward and downward in the water. 

1 3. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 2 wherein said 

2 boom is provided with a second articulating joint that allows the float sinker to 

3 move freely upward and downward in the water. 

1 4. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 
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3 ■: at least one flat plate pivotally mounted on the upper end of each clamp 

4 arm as a means of releasably holding a foam block between the clamp arms. 

1 5. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 1 further 

2 comprising: 

3 rotational means provided on the float sinker for rotating the float sinker 

4 relative to the barge. 

1 6. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 5 further 

2 comprising: 

3 retractable landing gear provided on said float sinker to support the float 



4 sinker on a barge table provided on the deck of the barge when the boom that 

5 attaches the float sinker to the barge is detached from the barge and the float 

6 sinker is resting on the barge in its non-deployed, transport position. 

1 7. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 1 wherein the 

2 floatation means provided on the float sinker for raising and lowering the float 

3 sinker in the water further comprises: 
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4 at least two compartments provided internally within the float sinker, air 

5 lines connecting to each said compartment to supply air to and remove air from 

6 the compartment as a means of reversibly providing buoyancy to the float sinker 

7 and a foam block that may be attached to the float sinker. 

1 8. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 7 further 

2 comprising: 

3 propellers provided on the barge for moving and steering the barge in the 

4 water. 

1 9. A foam block replacement barge according to Claim 8 further 

2 comprising: 

3 a winch attached to the deck of the barge, a winch cable provided on the 

4 winch and removably attached to float sinker boom segment of the boom as a 

5 means of lowering the float sinker off of the barge table into the water when the 

6 barge table is tilted to deploy the float sinker and as a means of again raising the 

7 float sinker out of the water onto the tilted barge table to recover the float sinker 

8 onto the deck of the barge. 
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